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For fifty years he was the acknowledged leader of the learned men of Mecca,
and the distinguished preceptor of hundreds of disciples
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All his followers, four hundred in number, accompanied him
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“Abuse me as much as you may,” replied the Shaykh. “That will not affect in
the least my attachment to you.

)‘}b o 6@.&5 BEILY) 09.‘>- /)b Sl u‘y LSALSL’ uﬁj QALXD)

sl 83,8 b e (VWAD) 28311, o bzl sl )



AW/ 0 40 AP i o g o © sl i Jlo (oo 3 s 3) 301 9 il 3 0 O lta0
90 dogaro

plie S 5l g Wauzed pw [pled 59,5l o B (lizen (104 Y)
Sl a5 b a5, Jo o sz e [0l &5 5 09 555 & b Jr | alezr (0041)
10,50 £) Camnl 10,18 g 4 yxib =Y

Sor i sS40 5l LS 3 o gt age pm plate e (VA

Shaykh San‘an was a saint renowned in Mecca for his devotion and austerities
and for his unique knowledge of Sufism.
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Shaykh San‘an was a saint renowned in Mecca for his devotion and austerities
and for his unique knowledge of Sufism
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He thereupon told his disciples that he apprehended that a serious calamity was
awaiting him ...
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The disciple fell on his knees at once and said: “Our Shaykh has lost the way.
We beseech you to show him the way.”
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“You have stolen my heart,” said the saint. “Either restore it to me, or accept

my love. This love is no mere fancy. Either separate my heart from my body, or
lower your head towards mine.”
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replied the Shaykh. “That will not affect in the least my attachment to you.
Alike are old and young in the path of love. Its impress on the heart of all is the
same.”
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“Not yet,” said the girl, “you are still a pretender in the path of love. If your
attachment is real and firm, follow my ringlets* in heresy and become a Christian.
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