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"Badpa": A Study of the Horse Archetype in the Mythology of Nations
Based on the Theory of Totemism

Leila Mohammadi', Masrooreh Mokhtari*

Abstract

There are some signs of totems among nations and cultures. Among the objects of this
world, everyone has a mysterious connection with a phenomenon that is considered the
totem part of his life and existence. Therefore, he lives in the totem that is created and
crafted by his mind and sees his true and authentic place in its existence. "Totem" is
actually the true existence of a person who is embodied and exists outside the physical
body. The horse has a special place in the myths of different nations. In many cultures,
horses are associated with gods, heroes, and mythical creatures. The horse totem has
appeared in various ways in different cultures and throughout history. Because of its
strength and beauty, speed, and freedom, it has been revered as a sacred and symbolic
animal in many societies. In some cultures, the horse is associated with the sun, power,
courage, and fertility, and has played an important role in the religious and ritual
ceremonies. Horse totemism represents a deep spiritual connection between humans and
this animal, in which the horse is considered a mediator between the material and spiritual
worlds or as a guide for humans in life. The exact meaning of horse totemism varies
depending on the specific culture and traditions of each society. In this study, the main aim
is to examine the role and status of the horse among different nations.
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