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An Analysis of Mythic Time in Modernist Literature and Its Influence on
Self-Discovery

Nadya Noori'
Abstract

Myths are the concepts and narratives that early humans employed to comprehend
the visible and invisible powers of themselves and the universe. Yet, after
thousands of years, have these symbols and archetypes vanished? Do they still
hold meaning in the life of modern civilized humans? Are there new ways of
engaging with these ancient beliefs in our own time? In response to such
questions, it must be said that these humanly constructed symbols and archetypes
have not disappeared; rather, they have reemerged in novel forms and
unprecedented manifestations. Every nation and people, through their shared lived
experience within a particular geographical and cultural sphere, possess common
myths and beliefs that foster social cohesion and national unity. Through
understanding these primordial patterns, individuals gain deeper insight into their
collective past and unique heritage, which in turn paves the way toward a more
secure and enlightened future. This article seeks to analyze one of the key features
of literary modernism—the stream of consciousness—and its correspondence with
mythic time, exploring how modernist literature reinterprets and employs
mythological motifs and beliefs, and how these shape the identity and life of the
modern individual.

Keywords: Modernist Literature, Stream of Consciousness, Mythic Time,
Mythological Criticism.

' MA in Persian Language and Literature. nadyanwrynawrwd@gmail.com



