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An Examination of Magical Realism Components in the Story of Abdullah
Bahri and Abdullah Bari from the Book Alf Layla wa Layla

Behzad Kordi koosheh', Maryam Sepahi’
Abstract

Magical realism, as a literary movement, has a mythological foundation in which
the boundaries between the real and the imaginary worlds are significantly
blurred. This leads to the creation of unbelievable and indescribable events. In
this study, first, the elements and components of magical realism are examined in
detail, and then the story of "Abdullah Bahri and Abdullah Barri," which is
considered one of the oldest stories in the book *Alf Layla wa Layla*, is analyzed
and discussed. The results of this research show that although this story was
written before the academic and formal establishment of magical realism, it still
includes the key components and elements of this literary genre. The presence of
such components as the merging of the real world with the surreal one, a critical
approach, duality in characters and space, the author’s neutrality, and the creation
of an eerie atmosphere confirm the pioneering nature of this work in employing
techniques and elements that were later considered the main indicators of magical
realism. Therefore, *Alf Layla wa Layla* can be analyzed and studied as a
prominent and influential example in the formation of this literary movement.
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