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Mythological Archetype Reading of a Sonnet by Hossein Pejman Bakhtiary
Shakib Davoodi'
Abstract

Hossein Pejman Bakhtiary is one of the most renowned contemporary Bakhtiari
poets. Among his works composed in standard Persian is the collection *Desert of
Thought*. One of the poems in this collection, a sonnet titled “Let’s Run Away,”
can be analyzed through the lens of mythological and archetypal criticism. This
study seeks to answer the following questions: What myths and archetypes are
present in Pejman’s sonnet, and, according to Strauss’s theory, how do these
myths stand in contrast to one another? The findings of this research reveal that in
this sonnet, mythic pairs such as God and Demon, Man and Woman, Particle and
Mountain, Drop and Sea, and World and Back are juxtaposed to reflect conflicting
yet complementary concepts. Moreover, from an archetypal perspective, Pejman
employs numerous archetypes derived from the collective human unconscious.
The archetypes of God, Satan, the Wise Man, the Trickster, the Outcast, Anima
and Animus, and the Self and Shadow are especially emphasized, aligning with
the process of individuation—or, as the poet himself expresses, his personal
“escape.”
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