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Analyzing the Position of the Wolf in Bafqi's Wild Poetry
Neda Yans'
Abstract

Since ancient times, humans have employed cryptic elements to convey specific
concepts that were not easily understood by everyone. Ancient peoples used
special signs and symbols to communicate particular ideas among themselves,
sometimes to intimidate and frighten their enemies. For example, the symbol of
the wolf was used to represent intense anger, aggression, sharp claws, fear, terror,
ferocity, and courage—sometimes even symbolizing ethnic or tribal bravery or
serving as a source of salvation and procreation. The wolf, a predatory animal,
has often left negative, wild, and fearsome impressions in literature, mythology,
and the Holy Quran. In Bafqgi's Wild Poetry, many animals, both wild and
domestic, appear and can be studied from various angles; however, this study
focuses specifically on examining the instances and symbolic manifestations of
the wolf. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this article explores whether the
wolf in Vahshi Bafghi’s Divan carries a positive or negative connotation. It
further analyzes the reasons behind Bafghi’s ambivalent portrayal of the wolf.
Results indicate that the wolf generally has a negative image but sometimes
presents an exaggeratedly positive one. Occasionally, it echoes the traditional
story of the shepherd, the wolf, and the lamb, or the classic narrative of the wolf
attacking a helpless flock, while at times it metaphorically represents peace and
tranquility in an exaggerated manner.
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