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A feminist critique of the novels “Autumn Crawls Up My Legs,” “Siavash
Was a Better Name,” and “Newton Under the Walnut Tree” by Leila Sabouhi

Fereshteh Alijani', Ali Akbar Afrasiabpour’

Abstract

Leila Sabouhi’s novels, through their powerful language and complex narrative
structures, explore both profound individual and social concerns. Her fiction not
only reflects the psychological depth and inner conflicts of female characters but
also critically exposes structural inequalities embedded within a patriarchal
society. Employing a feminist literary framework, this study analyzes three of her
major works — Autumn Climbs Up My Legs, Siavash Was a Better Name, and
Newton Under the Walnut Tree. From a feminist perspective, Sabouhi’s narratives
become spaces for resistance against gender discrimination and for representing
women’s lived experiences and agency. The article examines key feminist
concepts such as patriarchy, sisterhood, and violence against women,
demonstrating how these themes shape the author’s portrayal of female identity
and empowerment. Feminist literary criticism seeks to uncover the mechanisms
through which patriarchal ideologies are maintained and reproduced, while also
envisioning possibilities for transformation. In Sabouhi’s novels, women move
beyond silence and subordination, asserting their subjectivity and striving to
redefine social relations. Through this process, Sabouhi presents a distinctly
Iranian form of narrative feminism that bridges the psychological, social, and
linguistic dimensions of women’s struggle for selfhood and equality.
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