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The World from the Perspective of Attar’s Wise Madmen
Bijan Zahiri Nav' Parisa Mirzaei Maher > Fahimeh Zahiri Nav *
Abstract

Wise madmen, or madmen, play a large role in Attar's poetry. Overall, madmen in
Attar Neyshaburi's works are symbols of love and mystical understanding. They
represent deep love and liberation from worldly constraints, and Attar constantly
uses these characters to convey mystical messages and criticize social norms. The
sheikh views madmen with a mystical perspective. In mysticism, madness is a
symbol of breaking away from the constraints of partial reason and reaching a
direct and loving perception of divine truths. Attar uses madness as a way to show
detachment from the world and attachment to absolute truth. Madmen are often
lovers who have sacrificed everything for the love of truth or the beloved, and in
this sacrifice have achieved wisdom and insight that are not inaccessible to others.
Their language is full of satirical and critical expressions. They criticize and
condemn everyone from those in power to hypocritical worshippers. The conflict
with rationalism and expediency poses dangers to human social life. This is where
the madmen, who were the symbol of the fearless critics of their time, enter the
scene and were protected from the harm of the powerful because they were known
to be mad on the surface. In the logic of al-Tayr, Attar considers them free from
the state of slavery and servitude. They are those who, far from the rational and
economic mind, live in the most perfect state of love and affection and are the
supreme example of the perfect human being.
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